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Alpacas: an Introduction

Hello and thank you for your interest in Garden State Alpacas. Alpacas are
wonderful creatures, and they provide numerous opportunities for those involved in
the growing North American alpaca industry.

You do not have to be a farmer to breed alpacas. You may be quite surprised to
discover the various backgrounds and lifestyles of the current members of our North
American alpaca community. We do count farmers and ranchers among our ranks, but
we also have retirees, investors, stay-at-home parents, and professionals in urban and
suburban communities.

Some retirees choose to breed alpacas as a second career, and it often
becomes more enjoyable and rewarding than their first! They find out quickly that it is
a relatively low maintenance/high reward venture.

The investor is a breeder who has studied both the tax incentives and the
growth potential of alpacas and believes that he or she can earn a return on their
investment. Alpacas have become a nontraditional vehicle to diversify portfolios.

Some alpaca breeders come from professional backgrounds in urban and
suburban communities. They’re looking for a change in lifestyle or a different setting
in which to raise their children.

One of the fastest growing segments of alpaca breeders is the stay-at-home
parent who would like to supplement a working spouse’s income. This is a perfect
opportunity, because they are able to continue to be available for their children. A
vast majority are women, and they often prefer alpacas over other livestock because
of their size and easy-going nature.

Alpaca breeders are quite a diverse group. If you asked 100 different breeders
where they came from and why they chose alpacas, you would probably get 70
different answers. With its mass appeal and low barriers for entry, people from all
walks of life are discovering the benefits and joys of alpaca breeding.

My goal is to give you a good foundation on the North American alpaca
industry through this booklet. If you have any additional questions after reading these
pages, please feel free to contact me.

Let me be the first to wish you success in your alpaca adventure!
Matthew Gallagher
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